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Strengthening Intervention Through 
Comprehension
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6-12 Foundational Reading Intervention Standards

Phonological 
Awareness

ELA.612.F.2.1: Demonstrate an understanding of spoken words, 
syllables, and sounds.
a. Orally produce single-syllable and multisyllabic words by accurately 

blending sounds.
b. Accurately segment single-syllable and multisyllabic words.

Phonics and 
Word Analysis

ELA.612.F.2.2: Know and apply phonics and word analysis skills in 
decoding words.
a. Use an array of strategies to decode single-syllable and multisyllabic 

words.
b. Accurately read multisyllabic words using a combined knowledge of all 

letter-sound correspondences, and syllabication patterns.

Encoding

ELA.612.F.2.3: Know and apply phonics and word analysis skills in 
encoding words.
a. Use an array of strategies to accurately encode single-syllable and 

multisyllabic words.

Fluency ELA.612.F.2.4: Read grade-level texts with accuracy, automaticity, and 
appropriate prosody or expression.
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Comprehension
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Sorting Activity

Before Reading During Reading After Reading
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What Works Clearinghouse Practice Guide

Improving Adolescent 
Literacy: Effective 
Classroom and 
Intervention Practices

http://www.fldoe.org/
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/WWC/Docs/PracticeGuide/adlit_pg_082608.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/WWC/Docs/PracticeGuide/adlit_pg_082608.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/WWC/Docs/PracticeGuide/adlit_pg_082608.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/WWC/Docs/PracticeGuide/adlit_pg_082608.pdf
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Recommendation 2: Provide direct and explicit 
comprehension strategy instruction.
• The panel explains that direct and explicit teaching 

involves a teacher modeling and providing explanations 
of the specific strategies students are learning, giving 
guided practice and feedback on the use of the 
strategies, and promoting independent practice to 
apply the strategies. 

Practice Guide, Continued
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How to carry out Recommendation 2:
1. Select the texts to use carefully when first beginning 

to teach a given strategy. 
2. Show students how to apply the strategies they are 

learning to different texts, not just to one text. 
3. Ensure that the text is appropriate for the reading 

level of students. 

Practice Guide, Continued
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How to carry out Recommendation 2, continued:
4. Use direct and explicit instruction for teaching 

students how to use comprehension strategies.
5. Provide the appropriate amount of guided practice 

depending on the difficulty level of the strategies that 
the students are learning. 

6. When teaching comprehension strategies make sure 
students understand that the goal is to understand 
the content of the text. 

Practice Guide, Continued
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Comprehension Strategies and 
Resources
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What Works Clearinghouse Practice Guide

Providing Reading 
Interventions for Students 
in Grades 4-9

http://www.fldoe.org/
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/WWC-practice-guide-reading-intervention-full-text.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/WWC-practice-guide-reading-intervention-full-text.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/WWC-practice-guide-reading-intervention-full-text.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/WWC-practice-guide-reading-intervention-full-text.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/WWC-practice-guide-reading-intervention-full-text.pdf
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Recommendation 3, Part B: Consistently provide students 
with opportunities to ask and answer questions to better 
understand the text they read.
1. Explicitly teach students how to find and justify 

answers to different types of questions.
2. Provide ample opportunities for students to 

collaboratively answer questions.
3. Teach students to ask questions about the text while 

reading.

Practice Guide, Continued
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Explicitly teach students how to find and justify answers 
to different types of questions.

Practice Guide, Continued

Question Type Description

Right There 
Question

• Referred to as text-dependent
• Words in the question AND the answer are in the 

same sentence

Think and Search 
Question

• Referred to as text-dependent
• Information for the answer is in different parts of the 

text

Author and Me 
Question

• Referred to as inferential 
• Connections must be made to prior knowledge or 

information in the text
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Provide ample opportunities for students to collaboratively 
answer questions. 

Practice Guide, Continued

Question Type How to Apply

Right There Question • Direct students to the portion of the text where the 
answer could be found.

• Have students justify their answers. 

Think and Search 
Question

• Point out the paragraph where some of the answer is 
found.

• Write the information down for all to see.
• Continue this until all answers are defined.
• Guide students in sorting through evidence for 

relevancy.

Author and Me 
Question

• Ask students to explain their connections. 
• Ask guiding questions or prompt students. 
• Provide prompt cards for facilitating independence.
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Teach students to ask questions about the text while 
reading.  

Practice Guide, Continued

Question stems: 
• Who is (are) _________? 
• What happens (happened) when _________? 
• What is (was) _________?
• Why did (does) _________?
• How do (does) _________?
• How do _________ and _________ compare?
• What would happen if _________?
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Apply the Recommendation

Excerpt from 
Old Yeller by 
Fred Gipson 
7th Grade 
B.E.S.T. ELA 
Booklist 

Handout #3
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Recommendation 3, Part C: Teach students a routine for 
determining the gist of a short section of text.
1. Model how to use a routine to generate gist 

statements. 
2. Teach students how to use text structures to 

generate gist statements.
3. Work collaboratively with students to generate gist 

statements. 

Practice Guide, Continued
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Teachers should model how to use a routine to generate 
statements.

Practice Guide, Continued

Identify and mark the most important person, place or 
thing in the text.

Mark and list the important information about the 
most important person, place or thing.

Synthesize the information to formulate a gist 
statement.

Write the gist in your own words.

Check that the gist statement includes all the important 
information in a short complete sentence.
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www.FLDOE.org

18

Teachers should teach students how to use text 
structures to generate statements.

Practice Guide, Continued

• Describes a problem and how it is solved
• Question: What is the problem? What is the solution?

Problem/Solution

• Explains how one thing or event led to or caused another
• Question: What happened? Why did it happen?

Cause/Effect

• Explains how topics are alike and different
• Questions: How are the topics the same? How are they 

different?

Compare/Contrast
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Practice Guide, Continued
Teachers should work 
collaboratively with 
students to generate 
statements.

Step 1: Identify 
and mark the 
most important 
person, place or 
thing in a section 
of text. 

Step 2: Mark and 
list the important 
information 
about the most 
important 
person, place or 
thing. 

Step 3: 
Synthesize or 
piece together 
important 
information 
about the most 
important 
person, place or 
thing. 

Step 4 and 5: 
Write the gist 
statement in your 
own words. 
Check that the 
gist statement 
includes all the 
important 
information. 

Handout #3
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Recommendation 3, Part D: Teach students to monitor 
their comprehension as they read.
1. Help students determine when they do not 

understand the text. 
2. Teach students to ask themselves questions as they 

read to check their understanding and figure out 
what the text is about. 

3. Provide opportunities for students to reflect on what 
they have learned. 

Practice Guide, Continued
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Let’s Plan
Task: 
• Create a plan that outlines instructional steps for before, during and after 

reading.
Focus: 
• Incorporate specific, direct and explicit instruction strategies. 
• Include scaffolded instruction strategies that were discussed today. 

Group Objective

1
Focus on teaching students to 
ask and answer questions to 
better understand text. 

2
Focus on teaching students to 
formulate gist statements to 
better understand text. 

3
Focus on teaching students to 
monitor comprehension to 
better understand text. 

Handout #1, #2
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Putting It All Together
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Survey
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THANK YOU

Tessa Shuler
Tessa.Shuler@fldoe.org 

850-245-0503

Meghann Van Hise
Meghann.VanHise@fldoe.org 

850-245-0503

http://www.fldoe.org/
mailto:Tessa.Shuler@fldoe.org
mailto:Meghann.VanHise@fldoe.org

