




IDENTIFYING COMMON 
LEGAL-RELATED ISSUES 

AFFECTING SCHOOLS

LEARNING THE 
LANGUAGE OF COURT 
ORDERS, SUBPOENAS, 

AND OTHER. 

UNDERSTANDING 
SCHOOL OBLIGATIONS 
AND RESPONSIBILITIES

PRACTICAL TIPS FOR 
HANDLING SITUATIONS

STORIES FROM THE 
BATTLEFIELD 







Custodial Rights 
of  Parents

Parental 
Authority 

(Decision Making 
Authority)

Different Court 
Orders









Shared Parental Responsibility 

Sole Parental Responsibility 

Ultimate Decision-Making Authority 









Any court order addressing the custodial rights of  
parents will have a “Parenting Plan” attached to, or 
made part of, it. 

Section 61.046, FS:  A parenting plan is a court  
approved document that sets out decision-
making responsibilities and a time-sharing 
schedule for a child, addressing areas such as 
education, health care, and overall well-being, 
while considering the parents’ circumstances and 
history.









• Parents who are still married retain 100% custody and decision 
making-authorityMarried:

• Only a Court can dissolve the marriage and alter those rights/authority
• Divorce Decree/Final Judgment of  Dissolution:  

• Will outline custodial rights (time-sharing/parental responsibility)
Divorced:

• Florida does not recognize a “legal separation” – Even if  parents agree 
on a time-sharing schedule if  they are separated – it is NOT a court 
order

Separated:

• Court’s will issue “temporary” orders regarding custodial rights of  
parents while the divorce is pending.  A temporary Order is still an 
“order” and must be followed. 

Pending Divorce:



Paternity 
Actions

Temporary 
Custody by 
Extended 

Family 
Member

Injunctions Guardianships



Educational Decision Disputes

Enrollment 

Parental Rights

Litigation



Schools are not family law courts. 

Principals are not family law judges. 

Honor parent’s rights. 

Protect students. 



Subpoenas for 
Records

Subpoenas for 
Testimony 



Verify proper 
service

1

Verify information 
needed 

2

Communicate with 
Attorney

3





Is the subpoena asking 
for educational records 
of  students?

Did you provide notice 
to the parent/student of  
your intent to comply?







Florida calls them 
“Injunctions for Protection”

Domestic, Dating, Repeat, 
Stalking, Sexual

Temporary and Permanent 
Injunctions



VERIFY THE 
INJUNCTION 

UNDERSTAND 
RESTRICTIONS 

APPLY AND 
IMPLEMENT

REQUIRE 
UPDATES







The Code of Ethics 
& Principles of 
Professional 
Conduct 6A-10.081

Violation of any of these principles shall 
subject the individual to revocation or 
suspension of the individual educator’s 
certificate, or the other penalties as 
provided by law.

Obligation to the Student Requires that 
the Individual:
Shall make reasonable effort to protect the student from 
conditions harmful to learning and/or to the student’s 
mental and/or physical health and/or safety.

Shall keep in confidence personally identifiable 
information obtained in the course of professional 
service, unless disclosure serves professional purposes or 
is required by law



• Anyone who knows or has reasonable cause 
to suspect abuse abandonment or neglect.  

Who must report? 

Teachers are mandatory reporters -
must provide their name



Protect confidentiality of  student and reportProtect

Allow DCF/Law Enforcement to interview childAllow

Ask for guidance regarding parental notification of  interviews

(May not want to notify if  they are the ones suspected of  abuse) 
Ask








