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IDENTIFYING COMMON LEARNING THE UNDERSTANDING PRACTICAL TIPS FOR STORIES FROM THE
LEGAL-RELATED ISSUES LANGUAGE OF COURT SCHOOL OBLIGATIONS HANDLING SITUATIONS BATTLEFIELD
AFFECTING SCHOOLS ORDERS, SUBPOENAS, AND RESPONSIBILITIES

AND OTHER.
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FAMILY LAW:
Three Areas Commonly Affecting Schools
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Time-Sharing:

A ruling by the Court that
specifies the amount of time a
child(ren) will spend with each
parent throughout the year



Parental
Responsibility




These are not the same thing!



“Shared parental responsibility” means
a court-ordered relationship in which
both parents retain full parental rights
and responsibilities with respect to their
child and 1n which both parents confer
with each other so that major decisions
affecting the welfare of the child will be
determined jointly (Section 61.046, FS)

Shared Parental
Responsibility



“Sole parental responsibility” means a
Sole Parental

court-ordered relationship in which one

parent makes decisions regarding the Re Sp OIlSlblhty

minor child.




Parents must confer with one another Ultimate
on major decision affecting minor child, Dec 1 S 1 on-M ak 1 ng

however if there is no agreement, one

parent has authority to make unilateral AUthOI'ity
decisions.




Parenting Plan




OTHER WORDS TO KNOW...

Timesharing:

A ruling by the Court that specifies
the amount of time a child(ren) will
spend with each parent throughout
the year

Custody:

Eliminated by the legislature in
2008 and replaced by timesharing
and parental responsibility






QUESTION:

What types of family law 1ssues are affecting your campus
the most?




How Custody Is Determined:

» Parents who are still married retain 100% custody and decision
making-authority

* Only a Court can dissolve the marriage and alter those rights/authority
» Divorce Decree/Final Judgment of Dissolution:
» Will outline custodial rights (time-sharing/parental responsibility)

 Florida does not recognize a “legal separation” — Even if parents agree
on a time-sharing schedule if they are separated — it is NOT a court
order

» Court’s will 1ssue “temporary” orders regarding custodial rights of
parents while the divorce is pending. A temporary Order is still an
“order” and must be followed.




Other Custodial
Determinations:




Common Issues:




Always Remember...

Schools are not family law courts.
Principals are not family law judges.
Honor parent’s rights.

Protect students.



SUBPOENAS




You got Served — Now what?

Verity proper Verity information Communicate with
service needed Attorney




emember...




FERPA!
FERPA!
FERPA!
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Florida calls them
“Injunctions for Protection”

Domestic, Dating, Repeat,

Restraining Stalking, Sexual

Orders:

Temporary and Permanent
Injunctions



What you need to do...

v/

VERIFY THE UNDERSTAND APPLY AND REQUIRE
INJUNCTION RESTRICTIONS IMPLEMENT UPDATES



MANDATORY
REPORTING
AND DCF
INVESTIGATIONS




Chapter 39, Florida Statutes mandates that
any person who knows, or has reasonable
cause to suspect, that a child is abused,
neglected, or abandoned by a parent, legal
custodian, caregiver, or other person
responsible for the child’s welfare shall
immediately report such knowledge or
suspicion to DCF/Hotline



CHILD ABUSE REPORTING:

AlA

The Code of Ethics
& Principles of
Professional
Conduct 6A-10.081

NS
N

Violation of any of these principles shall
subject the individual to revocation or
suspension of the individual educator’s
certificate, or the other penalties as
provided by law.

Obligation to the Student Requires that
the Individual:

Shall make reasonable effort to protect the student from
conditions harmful to learning and/or to the student’s
mental and/or physical health and/or safety.

Shall keep in confidence personally identifiable
information obtained in the course of professional
service, unless disclosure serves professional purposes or
is required by law



CHILD ABUSE - MANDATORY REPORTING:

Who must report?

 Anyone who knows or has reasonable cause
to suspect abuse abandonment or neglect.




BICE
INVESTIGATIONS

After a report 1s made:




QUESTION

Give examples of
what has worked
(not worked) when
dealing with these
types of 1ssues.
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A full-service law firm serving public charter
schools, private schools, virtual schools,

4 virtual instruction providers, management

i
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